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l. The next DWS/SCU Meeting tokes ploce ot the Conservotive Club, Stony Strotford on Mondoy
l4th December 2009. lf you ore ottending, remember this is the Christmos Lunch. Meeting so wil l
those involved (os SCU or DWS) ond wonting lunch, pleose let Phil l ip Conole know. Telephone:
01908 5l I 164. Pleose telephone Phit in lhe evening - but book eorly,

2. Potton, ond his use of UITRA.
You wil l hove seen the orticle obout Potton ond his use of ULTRA in the 3/09'speciol Edition'SCU-
Newsletter, I om given to understond thot it is going to be published in the prime journol we
chose but I hove not yet been given the dote, As soon os I know I wil l circulote you,

I hove sent out copies to historions in o voriety of colleges ond militory estoblishments ond this
continues. There is more to soy so wotch this spoce,

3. Mojor'Jock' Sounders.
In the lost SCU-Newsletter I included o possoge from Richord Gombier-Porry's Christmos Messoge
tor 1944.In this, he referred to the loss of Mojor Sounders in on oircroft returning from Fronce to
London, I olso mentioned his two doughters Tesso ond Celio - both of whom worked ot
Whoddon Hqll. However, the fomily did not know whot hoppened to him or ony detoils of the
fl ight. As port of my reseorch for 'The Secret Wireless Wor' I found on entry for the fl ight from
Fronce, Sodly, I wos unoble to soy whot hoppened to the plone-but of leost the fomily hod some
informotion regording the flight itself . The entry records:

On 29/30 September 1944 Lysander V9749 MA-M was lost on aflight between France to Tempsford. It
lists the Pilot as F/O J. A. Lamberton and the three passengers [two of them RAF OfJicersJ and the
third was Major J. W. Saunders MBE.

Squodron I6l wos the fomous squodron bosed of Tempsford, corrying ogents SIS ond SOE into
ond out of occupied Europe. Mobile Construction, under my boss Dennis Smith (one of the
'Ascension' designers), were responsible for the instollotion, mointenonce ond updoting of the
equipment of the 'Ascension' ogent-tO-ground equipment on oircroft - most of which were
bosed there. I went to Tempsford with Dennis on o number of visits ond worked on the Hudsons
ond Venturos thot were held there for this purpose. Flying in them ofterwords to tesf our
instollotion wos olwoys very exciting for o young mon,

These oircroft were, of course, olso employed in londing ogents ond dropping their equipment.
So for os londing into occupied territory, this wos mostly left to the Westolnd Lysonders with their
short toke-off ond tonding copobil ity,

4. Wilf Neolond me in Singcpore.
I wos not owore thot os Potton's 3'd Army SCU/SLU wos disbonded, Wilf returned to Litf le
Horwood ond then - on being posted to 'The For Eost'- found himself of the owful Nosh Comp,
This wos o tented comp in the fields thot sti l l  contoined the Nosh Wireless stotion thot hod
hondled our SIS Agent troffic - mostly to Fronce ond Belgium.

It olso hondled Norwoy - unti l Forfor opened, The stotion oi Forfor in Scotlond wos necessory,
due to the l imited ronge of the MKVII & MKVII/2 (The Poroset') loter supplied in foir quontit ies to
Norwoy, However, it wos from Nosh thot Edgor Horrison first mode contoct wiih the ogent he
hod token to Norwoy in I940, Thoi is described in Chopter 3l of 'The Secret Wireless Wor,'

Wilf hos just written o most grophic piece obout the horrors of Nosh Comp with the oppolling
sonitory ond oblution provisions. Loter I might put o smoll section in the Newsletter os o reminder
of how grim ormy life could be - even in o home posting,
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Though one might certoinly expect such condi t ions' in the f ie ld '  remember th is wos o long
estoblished unit closely connected with M16 (Section Vll l) where money wos not o problem,
Whilst I wenf off by BOAC io Delhi in July 45 - Wilf wiih o number of other operotors - followed by
troop ship in October toking neorly three weeks, The rest of his journey to Delhi wos o nightmore, I
wil l leove the detoils unti l loter. However, o porty of them wos loter posted to No. 4. Wir6less
Regimenf in Singopore, orriving there lOth October 1946.

Alreody in Singopore with SCU I I / I 2, I wos o member of the 'speciol Commissioners Cricket
Teom,' The Speciql Commissioner to Singopore wos Lord Kil leorn, He hqd eorlier been in Coiro
ond 'osked'  Edgor Horr ison fo go with ihe 'Woy Mission'  to Georgio ond the Ukroine. His tosk wos
ostensibly to show the Russions how fo insfoll the wireless geor into the Brit ish ond Conodion tonks
thot were now orriving up from the South, However, Colonel Woy olso hoppened to be Depury
Director of Intell igence in HQ Coiro, Mojor John Bruce Lockhort of ISLD (t\416) occomponied
Edgor - himself in Section Vll l. No prizes for guessing the underlying role of the Mission. However,
why they risked Edgor Horrison with his intimote knowledge of ULTRA operotions neor the front
l ine in the Ukroine, seemingly to troin Russion wireless engineers, remoins o reol puzzle to me,

I thought some 'Old Honds' qmongst you would l ike to see o picture of Lord Kil leorn's cricket
teom ond thot is below, I om seoted for left ond Ferguson is seoted for right, I f lew out to Indio
with 'Fergie ' in mid-45 ond come home with him in eor ly 47.Ihe teom inctuOeO Horlond (seoted
on the ground) ond Forrester both of whom hod ployed for Kent Colts, Mottock hod ployed for
Gloucester in some copocity, Most of those shown were wireless operotors ond perhops wil l be
recognized by those who were out there of the time, Bert Fry, Mourice Richordson - ond I om
sure Wilf - wil l know some from their SCU doys, Let me know if you hove news of ony of them,

We were ploying 4h SpeciolWireless Group
ond I hope Wilf wos omongst the spectotors,
I  note "G, Pidgeon scored 3,"  lshould l ike
to report I hqd betier scores in our other
motches - but sodly the records ore missing I f)N Thci;d!:on Rod,d Police grouri(i, c!)
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4--2. lslie5. SCU/RSS Meeting.

As some of you olreody know from Bob King, the next meeting is on Sundoy 25th April 20.|0 ot
Bletchley Pork, I om sure we ore oll groteful to Bob ond to Jeon for oll their hord work on our
beholf , l t is now up to os mony os possible to turn up with fomily ond friends, lt seems thot Bob
did receive consideroble support for our meetings to continue ond so we go on one more yeor
ot leost, However, it is up to us to find woys of continuing ond perhops thof con be o discussion
item on your progomme Bob ?

6. Finolly, I hove hod o few medicol problems this yeor but hoppily oll sorted, Now we ore off for
o couple of months or so to Tenerife to enjoy the sunshine, See you of Bletchley pork in April,

Meonwhile, wormesf good wishes for Christmqs ond lhe New yeor
- to you ond yours - from Jone ond from me.

Geoffrey Pidgeon


